DEATH PENALTY ABOLISHED!

After almost ten years of work by organizations like New
Jerseyans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, New Jersey has
become the first state in the last thirty years to abolish the death
penalty. The Assembly passed the bill on December 10™,
International Human Rights Day, and Governor Corzine signed
the bill on December 17th. We now join the thirteen other states
without the death penalty on the books.

The bill does not end the injustices of
the legal system in New Jersey, it
does not correct the problems which
lead to many crimes and murders, but
it makes sure that the state does not
| carry out the ultimate penalty.

The Socialist Party of New Jersey
celebrates the end of the death
penalty in New Jersey and we
continue to fight for ways to build a
society which the commanding value is the infinite preciousness
of every woman, man and child. We recognize the right of all
people to equal treatment under the law, and to a humane
criminal sanction system based on prevention, mediation,
restitution, and rehabilitation rather than on vengeance, forced
labor, and profits for the prison-industrial complex.

The Socialist Party’s national platform calls for:

* Free, quality, legal and court services with skilled and
experienced attorneys of choice for all.

* The expansion of community release programs and other
alternatives to prisons, and for a moratorium on new prison
construction.

* Support services for prisoners and prisoners@amilies to reduce
ostracism, maintain family ties, and provide for non-degrading
visitation policies.

* The immediate closure of all “Supermax” prisons and abolition
of “prisons for profit”.

* Abolition of prison labor for profit, forced labor (“chain gangs”)
and the use of prison labor to perform state services.

* The right of prisoners to organize unions and cooperative
groups to negotiate for better living conditions.

We applaud the end of the death penalty in New Jersey and will
continue to work to address the injustices of the legal system.
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THE FIGHT FOR PAID FAMILY LEAVE

Democrats put business before workers and
profit before people.

The fight for paid family leave in New Jersey hit a road-
block this December in Trenton. The roadblock was not
the Republican Party but the Party with control of both
houses and the Governor’s office- the Democrats.

The proposal was a moderate one. Give workers the
ability to spend time with a new child or sick family
member at a portion of their regular pay. All this to be
funded by a payroll deduction, no cost to employers. The
objections? The same ones used every time any ideas
giving workers more control over their lives- it's “anti-
business”.

The truth is the paid family leave bill is nothing radical
and we believe workers deserve much more, but the
Democrats have shown that even a small improvement
in workers lives like paid family leave is more than they
can stomach.

Business complained about how they couldn’t afford to
allow workers to take so much time off and complained
how workers would “misused” and “exploit” the program.
The real problem is that they do not like to lose the
power they hold over workers heads, especially during
times of family crisis: Threats of dropping the employee’s
healthcare coverage, threats of termination or loss of
work hours.

Why would the Democrats back down? Because they
depend on financial support from the “business lobby”.
Most ran on pro-business platforms and most put the
rights of business before workers.

continued on page 2
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JANUARY 2008 MOBILIZATIONS

January 11™: Witness To Torture is organizing vigils
on the 6 anniversary of the first prisoners being
brought to Guantanamo. For info. on a vigil in your
area check out: www.witnesstorture.org

January 19™: People’s Peace & Justice
Conference. Join the Socialist Party at the 2008
Peoples Peace & Justice Conference. Rutgers Law
School in Newark. For more information check out:
www.peaceandjusticecoalition.org




A column for SPNJ members to have their say on issues important
to all of us.

The death penalty is still a hot button issue. When a high
profile murder comes up in the media in many cases you
hear the same thing from the prosecution or the victim’s
family: "we@e pushing for the death penalty”.

It is my firm belief that the death penalty is an act of
vengeance as opposed to justice. The statistics have shown
over and over that the death penalty has not served as a
deterrent to homicide and other severe crimes. In addition
many inmates on death row are found to be innocent after
further appeals bring new evidence and trials.

Furthermore, the death penalty has been proven to be an
unfair practice towards the poor and people of color. The
majority of death row inmates are predominantly people of
color and those of poor financial status. Of course there are
exceptions and that's what makes this practice illusive when
it comes to seeing what it truly is, a practice of vengeance
and institutional classism and racism. The death penalty
does not bring fourth justice because it is not a practice to
implement justice but, rather a capitalist institution to keep
people in their place as one would put it.

True justice would be efforts to bring an end to all killing
through means that benefit everyone and that will not
happen in a capitalist society.

Dave Wreck, Northern NJ Local
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Family leave continued...

The real tragedy here is that instead of discussing ways to
make life better for workers and life easier for caregivers of
sick relatives, the Assembly and Senate are discussing ways
to cut the program, decrease benefits and make it easier for
business to fire employees who take any sort of leave.

We need to focus on what's good for workers and what's
good for families, not what's “good for business”. Demaocrats
offer very little for workers and families. Business will always
claim programs like the family leave bill are “bad for
business” and organized Labor has continued to endorse
and promote this anti-worker Party.

As Socialists, we put people before profits and if providing
paid family leave hurts is “bad for business”, it confirms our
position that policies that are “good” for business usually
ends up being bad for workers.

The Socialist Party calls for a guaranteed income for all and
a socialized healthcare system paid through federal income
taxes. 30 hour work week at no loss of pay, with six weeks
annual paid vacation.

We put people before profit (even if business says it's “bad”).

Join the Socialist Party as we take part in The People®
Peace Conference 2008 on January 19, 2008 at Rutgers
Law School, Newark from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Last year, over 500 participants took part in the first Peace &
Justice Conference in Newark, and mapped out next steps,
including the People® March in August 2007, which was
attended by more than 1500 people

The conference this year will build on the issues raised
during the March and focus on solutions, with workshops
intended to help us move beyond marching (although we will
still march) to grassroots efforts. Conference workshops will
include:

Ending the Occupation and Preventing Future Wars
The Poverty Draft and Immigration
The Military-Prison Industrial Complex, Youth,
Violence, and Education
From Newark to Baghdad: Privatization, Cutbacks,
and the Economics of War
- The War, Civil Liberties, and Police Brutality
and more...

Panelists will address not just what is happening but also
lead discussions of what we can do together to stop this
runaway train that is destroying democracy, wreaking
planetary environmental chaos, stealing and killing our
children, stealing from our communities, and stealing our
future.

The general session will focus on bottom-up organizing and
how we can more effectively build a grassroots movement
and make real change.

If you would like to join the Socialist Party contingent at the
Peace & Justice Conference, contact Greg at 201-803-7574
or info@njsocialistparty.org.

FREQUENCY ACTIVISM
'‘HIP HOP IN STRANGE PLACES’

Politically conscious, activist hip-hop over funky beats
featuring the Socialist Party’s own “Mista Mayday”.

FULL LENGTH ALBUM CAN BE DOWNLOADED FREE!
www.zshare.net/download/5322641de3a5b4/

What you®e been missing for 15 years is back!



The Socialist Party nominated Brian Moore (left) for
president and Stewart Alexander (right) for vice-president
at our 2007 National Convention this October in St. Louis
Missouri. The Socialist Party of New Jersey will begin
petitioning in late January and is currently looking for
individuals willing to serve as electors.

For information on the Moore/Alexander campaign check
out www.votebrianmoore.com or on My Space check out:
www.myspace.com/votesocialist08. If you'd like to serve

as an elector or help petitioning, contact us at
info@njsocialistparty.org.
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National Co-Chair: Andrea Pason (Northern NJ Local)

National Committee

Sharin Chiorazzo(Southern NJ at-large)
Greg Pason (Northern NJ Local)

NC Alternate

Teresa Salo (Northern NJ Local)

National Secretary: Greg Pason (Northern NJ Local)

New National Committee
Co-Chairs
Andrea Pason & Jerry Levy

Co- Vice-Chairs
Nan Pfefferle & Peter Moody

National Committee Members (in order of election)
Female: Doris Lake, Sharin Chiorazzo, Susan Dorazio,
Myrtle Kastner, Anita Zeidler and Alice Kelsey

Male: Bill Stodden, Greg Pason, Steve Sears, Eric Chester,
Dwight Welch and Mark Luzietti

National Committee Alternates (in order of election)
Female: Beverly Brown, Linda Randolph, Teresa Salo,
Kristin Schall and Emily Roth

Male: Dan Jakopovich, Peter Diamondstone, Matthew
Andrews , Matt Erard , Mwara Ngoima and Jerry Stastny

The 2008 National Platform can be downloaded at:
ww.socialistparty-usa.org/platform-principles-2008. pdf

By the SPUSA Labor Commission

When the irreverent early 20th century comedian W.C. Fields
was once caught reading the bible he explained that he was
“looking for some loopholes.” On Monday November 5th,
12,000 members of the Writers Guild of America (WGA) took a
bold strike action to sew up some of the loopholes which have
allowed the entertainment industry to make exorbitant profits
from their labor. The Socialist Party USA (SP-USA) stands
with the WGA and calls upon the Association of Motion Picture
and Television Producers (AMPTP) to concede to the WGA'’s
demands for a just contract.

Unlike the often inebriated actor Fields, the AMPTP has found
many profitable loopholes. While screenwriters are paid
industry rates for work aired in traditional media venues such
as television and movies, they receive only a small fraction of
the profits generated in the “new” media outlets of DVD sales
and internet based programming. Writers currently receive
only 5 cents per unit for the sale of a DVD. For entertainment
delivered via internet streaming video WGA members receive
only 1.2% of gross revenue. There is also currently no
language in the contract regarding the producer’s right to insert
product placements into WGA member created scripts.

Such practices amount to a patently unfair pattern of labor
exploitation. Demands by the WGA seek minor modifications
to the existing contract. Rates for the sale of DVD’s would
double to 10 cents per unit. Internet based programming
would increase to 2.5% of gross revenue and writers would
have greater control over the placement of products into their
scripts. The AMPTP should return to the bargaining table
immediately and agree to these quite reasonable demands.

The potential success of this strike stems on two factors — the
internal resolve of the WGA and the solidarity efforts of fellow
trade unionists and the community. Although the WGA'’s own
rules regarding strikes do not allow the guild to directly
discipline strike-breakers and non-union scabs its leadership
has the ability to ban writers from membership. In addition, the
WGA has amassed more than $12 million dollars in strike
funds. The SP-USA calls on the strike committees of the WGA
to ensure that their leadership and contract bargaining team
maintain the resolve to strike until victorious.

Other unions involved in the production of movies and TV
should immediately recognize the need for solidarity with this
action. Reports are that some Teamster locals such as Local
399 have instructed their member-truck drivers not to cross
WGA lines. The SP-USA encourages such acts and calls on
the International Brotherhood of Teamsters to make this an
official policy. Absent this, we encourage locals and individual
workers to respect all picket lines.

This strike has many potential educational benefits. If
successful it will demonstrate to other workers in “new” media
forms that strategies traditionally associated with manual labor
are still viable. In fact, the one constant in all forms of labor —
mental and manual — is the desire by owners — be they
managers, supervisors or producers — to maximize profits at
the expense of workers.

continued on page 4



Screenwriters continued

Unionization, collective action and worker solidarity are
still the most effective means to reclaim some part of the
profits generated by our work.

Perhaps most important beneficial effect of the WGA
strike is the lesson delivered to the millions of television
and movie viewers. As the strike continues, patterns of
television and movie consumption are sure to be
disrupted. This should serve to shatter the illusion that
these mediums are exempt from the everyday reality of
most working people. Behind the teflon smile of your
local newscaster, the witty charm of John Stewart or the
precision timing of the humor of David Letterman lays the
real human labor of dozens of writers. In this world
behind the screen a CEO like Robert Parsons of Time-
Warner commands $22 million in yearly compensation
from revenue generated by the labor of a working writer
such as Craig Hoetger who struggles to piece together a
yearly salary of $40,000. Now is the time to put aside the
remote control for a few minutes and recognize the type
of human solidarity necessary to end such gross
inequality.

The SP-USA calls on its members to provide solidarity to
all WGA picket lines. We also call on television viewers
to boycott the so-called “reality-based” television shows
which studios have used as a way to avoid the unionized
writers of the WGA. Finally, we hope that workers
engaged in all sectors of the “new economy” -
particularly the service and white-collar professions —
draw strength from the example of the WGA workers and
make similar efforts to collectively reclaim the fruits of
their labor.

Name:
City/State/Zip:
Return to: SPNJ PO Box 8622 Saddle Brook, NJ 07663

NEW SPUSA MERCHANDISE!!!

T-Shirts
$20.00 (union made/ union printed t-shirts)

(red ink on white)  (red ink on white) (white ink on red)
Small, medium, large & XL

Stickers 3 inch stickers!!
5 for $3.00
50 for $15.00
100 for $22.50
[ 1Enclosed is $ for the following
Name: Address:
City/State/Zip:

Send checks/money orders payable to “Socialist Party” 339
Lafayette St. #303 NY, NY 10012

[ ] Send me a membership application. [ ] Enclosed is $10 for a one-year subscription to The Socialist (included with membership).
[]1 Enclosed is a contribution of $____to support the work of the Socialist Party USA .

Address:
Tel/E-Mail:




